


Mechanical perfection. Nothing else. The LEICA MP is

a tool. Made by hand, created for the photographer’s craft. Tailored to
the decisive photographic parameters. In compact form, with clean
design, clearly laid out. Unobtrusive, quiet, reliable. Concentrated
technology for concentrated photography, without distraction by auto-
mation. For pictures that only a photographer can see, compose and
record. Modern, because it captures the present. Current, because

all its features have been optimized. Traditional, because it builds on
the accumulated experiences of the pioneer in 35 mm camera con-
struction. Not a photographic whim, but a camera for life.
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__ Professional

With the name MP, the new Leica rangefinder
camera joins the line of reporter cameras that
have been tailored specifically to the wishes
of professional photographers. It is the purely
mechanical alternative to the LEICA M7, whose
electronically controlled shutter and aperture-
priority automatic exposure control offer more
convenience and functions. The LEICA MP is
dependent upon the skill of the photographer,
but independent of, for instance, batteries. The
latter are only needed for exposure metering.
Those who set shutter speeds and apertures
themselves can dispense with the electronics
altogether.

__ All control elements are made completely
of metal. The pull-up rewind knob is especially
handy and impact-resistant. And because many
pros love the red Leica dot, but discreetly cover
it up on their cameras, we have dispensed with

this round logo right from the start. We believe
that it is sufficient that knowledgeable photo-

graphers and owners readily identify the Leica
as such. The delicate Leica script on the top
cover is an adequate reminder.




_ Individual

The LEICA MP is available in two different sur-
face finishes : in silver chrome finish and in
black lacquer finish. And when, after prolonged
intensive use, the black lacquer wears down
to the bare brass on some edges and corners,
the photographer will know that he or she has
shared many memorable experiences with

that camera.

__ The LEICA MP with the silver chrome
finish is available with the three viewfinder
magnifications of 0.58x, 0.72 x, and 0.85 x.

It is tailored ideally to the preferences and
needs of the photographer : The 0.58 x magni-
fication for a great overview with wide-angle
lenses and for eyeglass wearers. 0.72x as a
universal standard (also featured on the black
lacquer version). 0.85 x for accurate focusing
with medium focal length lenses and with Leica
M tele lenses. The new body covering with its
very good grip is common to all versions.



_ Fast

Photography means writing with light. Photo-
graphy with a Leica M also means being able

to create dramatic images even in low available
light situations. Lenses that deliver rich con-
trast and full performance at full aperture,
focusing with pinpoint accuracy with the Leica
rangefinder and the vibration-free release of
the cloth focal plane shutter are the basis for
that capability.

___ Difficult light situations can be mastered
accurately with the LEICA MP, because the
camera does not attempt to think on behalf
of the photographer. Instead, its selective ex-
posure metering provides the photographer
with accurate, unequivocal data on which he
can base his decisions. The LEICA MP goes

a step further with a newly improved view-
finder : A new type of mirror and an additional
lens element present a measuring field rich
in contrast and clearly delineated bright-line
frames for the various focal lengths, even

with particularly critical lateral light.




_ Enduring

The LEICA MP has been designed for longevity
and value retention. To that end, we only use
selected materials and sophisticated fabrica-
tion processes. Before it was ready to be mar-
keted, the LEICA MP was subjected to numer-
ous and exhaustive field- and laboratory tests
to prove its solidity. In extremely cold temperat-
ures, in which no battery-dependent camera
would function any longer. With shutter release
cycles in numbers that hardly any other camera

can sustain. Therefore Leica is offering an

unusually long warranty period of 5 years for
registered owners, who acquired their LEICA MP
at an authorized dealer.

__ From today’s point of view we cannot ima-
gine that the LEICA MP can ever be improved.
Nevertheless we do guarantee that all services
and spare parts will be available at Leica
customer service departments for at least thir-
ty years after a possible model change.




Accelerators : LEICAVIT-M and Rewinding Crank
In combination with the manual rapid film advance LEICAVIT-M and
the attachable rewinding crank, the LEICA MP forms a particularly
harmonious unit.

Michel Comte - born 1954 in Zurich - has made his early passion photo-
graphy to his profession. With his portrait and fashion pictures in
Italian Vogue and Vanity Fair he became one of the most sought after
photographers. He worked for years with the International Committee
of the Red Cross and other organizations and became an unrelentless
chronist in the areas of need in this world. His kind of photography
means getting close, he never uses telephoto lenses. His tools are the
discrete Leica M Rangefinder Cameras.
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“The new LEICA MP has become part of me. An extension of my eyes.
It’s simply the best instrument to make my dreams visible.” Michel Comte

Technical Data

Camera Order No.



Optical performance At Leica, each lens, every single one of
them, is a masterpiece. Every lens element is painstakingly ground,
polished and precisely centered. The result : handy, compact precision
optics that are always based on photographic practice. And they are
extraordinarily long-lived as well : All current Leica M lenses are compa-
tible with all M cameras of the past. The consistently applied principle
of system compatibility also enables historical lenses to be used on
modern Leicas. Every lens has a precisely matched lens hood and is
supplied in a soft leather case.

Wide-Angle Focal Lengths

Aspherical lens elements (ASPH.) are used by Leica for further enhance-
ment of the imaging performance. They have a surface that deviates
from the spherical shape and they are very complex to produce, but
they produce the very best results with a compact design.

Apochromatic correction (APQO) is used by Leica on telephoto lenses
in order to combine the color spectrum coming from a point on the
subject practically into a point on the image. This assures the highest
sharpness across the entire image, even at full aperture.




Medium Focal Length Variable Focal Length

Telephoto Focal Lengths




Accessories
Accessories that are tailored specifically to Leica M cameras make
photography even more pleasurable.
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